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Mathieu Lehanneur, Éléments, 2006
Q 
A threshold or atmospheric chamber between inside and outside, Q is
placed beside the entrance to the home and starts up as soon as
someone comes through it. Diffusion is by nebulisation in order to
ensure that the product within – Quinton (a serum developed by René
Quinton) – is absorbed via the airways and the skin’s pores. Quinton
does not combat particular germs, but gives the body the resources to
defend itself. Q diffuses both isotonic and hypertonic Quinton,
dispensed depending on whether an individual is going out or
returning home, or whether it is morning or evening. Isotonic Quinton,
prescribed for the morning, restarts the metabolic functions of the
organism by correcting any mineral salt or trace element deficiencies
which could be harmful to the body. Hypertonic Quinton, by contrast,
stimulates the immune system and elimination functions, and is
indicated at the end of the day. These marine mineral concentrates,
already present in the original substrate, stimulate our immunity,
helping us to cope with viral and bacteriological attacks. Consisting of
autonomous interconnecting modules, Q is deployed in space and
attached to its habitat according to its different host configurations. 
Materials : stainless steel, PVC coating, diffusion system by pump and
tubes, sensor of presence. Dimensions: variable sizes.
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Domestic Micro-
Environments
In the following works, Mathieu Lehanneur readdresses our

understanding of domestic spaces through the environmental

systems that control and condition them. Such spaces are

generally conditioned by centralised heating, cooling and

ventilation systems that lump together many sensory

qualities, including primary thermal controls as well as 

by-products of scent and sound, into a singular, mechanical

system that fails to engage any of them fully. Lehanneur’s

projects look to separate these senses into systems

distributed throughout the home, engaging each one

specifically and locally, in an attempt to redefine the

domestic spaces they are located within.

Mathieu Lehanneur, Éléments, 2006
dB
Very much like a household pet, dB moves around like a rolling ball.
It constantly captures the sound level of its habitat, and as soon as
it considers that the volume of noise is unacceptable it moves into a
position as close as possible to the source of the noise, whether it is
a crying child or a TV set. It can also position itself beside a
window if it considers outside noise to be too loud. In all cases, it
continuously emits the manufactured sound known as white noise,
which is the sum of all frequencies that are audible to the human
ear, brought to the same intensity. While noise is a cause of
disruption, the advantage of white noise lies in the fact that it
creates a band of sound whose lesser intensity enables the brain to
adjust to it, and to no longer be disturbed by outside nuisance. It is
no accident that some people claim to sleep very peacefully beside
a waterfall, since the sound it creates is very similar to white noise. 
Materials: ABS, mini speakers, electric engine, charger. Dimensions:
diameter 18 cm.
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We do not live in sealed compartments. Our body and its
immediate environment form a whole in which a multitude of
exchanges take place: thermic, gaseous, sonorous. This state of
immersion is responsible for both our subsistence and our
equilibrium, but it also represents a danger. Our body is in a
permanent state of adaptation: each change to any external
parameter activates a function that enables it to adjust. We are
continually in a state of hyper-reactivity. The pupil retracts in
reaction to light, gooseflesh appears when we are cold – these are
just two visible signs. But, in a more discreet way, some external
input changes us deeply and can trigger fatigue and reduced
vigilance and affect our health or even our strength. 

Éléments intends to inverse this process. The elements no
longer oblige the body to adapt but, on the contrary, generate
domestic micro-environments dedicated to each inhabitant. They
produce a kind of intangible food that is deployed using the
principle of permanent capture of the parameters of the domestic
environment of the inhabitants – light, air quality, background
noise, body temperature, movements. This works as a series of
discrete instances with a principle of instantaneous modification
to existing parameters in order to adapt them as near as possible
to our needs. Based on ancestral or contemporary research into
the effects of various physical agents, the general intention of
Éléments is to develop a home that is similar to the epidermis,
reactive and capable of sensitivity to, and receptivity of, human
states that is so acute that it can react precisely and quickly, and
indeed faster than our own body. Posted in a constant state of
alert, the Éléments work entirely autonomously, each establishing
a map of its field of investigation and responding to it.

Mathieu Lehanneur

Éléments
2006

C°
Our body is not evenly maintained at 37°C (98.6°F), and for us to survive
only our vital core – our heart and our brain – need to achieve this
temperature constantly. Our extremities can easily fall to 25˚C (77°F).
The C° element acts like an intelligent camp fire at the heart of a room.
It has the ability to perceive these temperature variations in bodies close
to it, and emits a localised infrared heat towards these different zones,
without knowing whether they are a part of one individual or parts of
different bodies, such as two hands belonging to two different people
beside one another. Like a permanent thermal radar, C° only emits heat
towards one zone at a time. Thus, if it is surrounded by three people
and someone else comes in from the cold, C° leaves them to concentrate
exclusively on the new arrival, until his or her temperature
reaches that of the others present. 
Materials: elastomer, thermic camera, infrared
heating, memory-shape alloy.
Dimensions: height 25 cm,
diameter 66 cm.
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O
A veritable domestic breathing machine, O
generates pure oxygen in the home. In big
towns, oxygen levels are 90 per cent lower
than those required by our bodies under
optimal conditions. Using an oximeter sensor, O
constantly monitors the oxygen level in the air,
and when it detects that this level is insufficient
it instantly activates the micro-organisms it
contains – Spirulina platensis, a living organism
with the highest yield in terms of oxygen
production – and a light that favours spirulin
photosynthesis. This emits native oxygen,
which is diffused into its surroundings. As soon
as the air oxygen level has returned to
optimum, the light and agitation are interrupted
and the spirulin falls back to the bottom of the
container. NASA is currently carrying out very
detailed studies of this subject in relation to
long-term trips for its astronauts. 
Materials: glass, aluminium, Spirulina platensis,
magnetic stirrer, white LEDs, oxymetric probe.
Dimensions: height 47 cm, diameter 42 cm.

K
Our biorhythm, based on alternating day and
night, is regulated by the pineal gland, located
in the brain. It activates or stops the secretion of
melatonin, our natural sleep-inducer, putting us
into a state of vigilance or rest, which is a very
simple way of explaining why we feel energetic
during the day and why we want to sleep at
night. If the light is insufficient in winter, for
example, K, which is parameterised for activation
according to the light received during the
previous 24 hours by its capillary tubes, all of
which are absorbable light sensors, determines
our requirements in terms of reconstituted
sunlight. It starts up only when one sits down in
front of it, as one would in front of a crystal ball,
and emits a very strong light – 10,000 lux in
this case – for a period of a few seconds up to
several minutes. Any light deficit has
repercussions for humans, ranging from
reduced energy or reduced libido, right
through to states of depression. 
Materials: aluminium, sheated optical
fibres, photoelectric cells, high-
luminosity white LEDs, sensor of
presence. Dimensions: height 30
cm, length 28 cm. Scale: l : 28 cm.



Mathieu Lehanneur with Anthony van den Bossche

Local River, Artists Space
New York, 2008

The term ‘Locavore’ was coined in the
San Francisco Bay area in 2005 by a
group who define themselves as ‘culinary
adventurers who eat foods produced
within a radius of 100 miles [160 kilometres]
around their city’. Their ultimate aim is to
reduce the impact of the transportation of foods
on the environment while ensuring their traceability. 

Mathieu Lehanneur and Anthony van den Bossche’s Local River
project anticipates the growing influence of this group (the word ‘locavore’
made its first appearance in an American dictionary in 2007) by proposing a
home storage unit for live freshwater fish combined with a mini vegetable patch.
This DIY fish farm cum kitchen garden is based on the principle of aquaponics
coupled with the exchange and interdependence of two living organisms – plants
and fish. The plants extract nutrients from the nitrate-rich dejecta of the fish,
and in so doing act as a natural filter that purifies the water and maintains a
vital balance for the ecosystem within which the fish live. The same technique is
used on large-scale pioneer aquaponics/fish farms that raise tilapia (a food fish
from the Far East) and lettuce planted in trays floating on the surface of ponds. 

Local River responds to everyday needs for fresh food that is 100 per cent
traceable. It bets on a return to favour of farm-raised freshwater fish (trout, eel,
perch, carp and so on) given the dwindling supplies of many saltwater species
due to overfishing, and also demonstrates the capacity of fish farmers to deliver
their stock live to a private consumer as a guarantee of optimum freshness –
impossible in the case of saltwater fish that have been netted. The intention is to
replace the decorative ‘TV aquarium’ with an equally decorative but also functional
‘refrigerator aquarium’. In this scenario, fish and greens cohabit for a short time
in a home storage unit before being consumed by their keepers, the end players,
in an exchange cycle that takes place within a controlled ecosystem. 4
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Local River creates a closed system of food
production and waste between the vegetation
and plants above and the fish living below
before both are eventually consumed. 
Materials: blown and thermoformed glass,
water pump, joints. Dimensions: large 163.7 x
76.7 x 101cm, small 76.7 x 46.2 x 92.4 cm.


